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Abstrak 
Pasar global dimulai pada tahun ini, 2015. Bahasa Inggris sebagai bahasa 
internasional mempunyai peran yang penting disini. Bahasa Inggris lebih banyak 
digunakan untuk berkomunikasi dengan Negara-negara lain. Untuk itu, para siswa harus 
belajar Bahasa Inggris untuk berkomunikasi dalam komunikasi global. Dibandingkan 
dengan kemampuan yang lain, kemampuan menulis adalah kemampuan yang paling sulit 
untuk dikuasai oleh kebanyakan siswa. Guru harus menggunakan bermacam-macam 
pendekatan untuk mengatasi masalah ini.Problem based Learning dapat menjadi 
pendekatan alternative untuk mengajar menulis. Pendekatan ini dapat membantu para 
siswa untuk mengerti deskriptif teks. Di sisi lain, menggunakan masalah sebagai stimulus 
membuat penulis mampu untuk menyusun tulisan yang bagus. Lebih pentingnya, masalah 
dalam Problem based Learning nyata dan ini membuat para siswa mudah untuk 
menangkap dan Problem Based Learning mudah untuk diterapkan di kelas. Penelitian ini 
dilakukan sebagai penelitian secara deskriptif. Data diambil dari aktifitas guru dalam  
kegiatan belajar mengajar di kelas. Untuk mengumpulkan data, beberapa alat dibutuhkan 
seperti catatan, wawancara dan tugas siswa. Subjek penelitian dalam penelitian ini adalah 
siswa kelas VIII F SMP Negeri 1 Kedamean, Gresik. Penelitian ini dilakukan dalam tiga 
pertemuan. Hasil dari penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa Problem Based Learning 
membuat para siswa tertarik dan memberikan perhatian yang lebih untuk belajar deskriptif 
teks. Masalah dalam Problem Based Learning memberikan para siswa ide untuk memulai 
penulisan teks deskriptif. Dengan kata lain, hubungan antara Problem Based Learning dan 
menulis adalah Problem Based Learning dapat membantu siswa dalam menyusun teks 
deskriptif teks yang bagus. Berdasarkan pada hasil dari penelitian ini, peneliti menyarankan 
bahwa penerapan dari Problem Based Learning bisa menjadi cara alternatif untuk mengajar 
menulis, khususnya untuk meningkatkan kemampuan menulis teks deskriptif siswa. Hasil 
ini diharapkan dapat memotivasi siswa untuk bias menyusun teks deskriptif yang bagus. 
 
Kata kunci: pengajaran menulis, teks deskriptif, problem based learning, kelas delapan 
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Abstract 
Global market is starting at this year, 2015. English as international language has an 
important role here. English is used more for communicating with other countries. Therefore, 
students must learn English to communicate for global communication. Comparing with other skills, 
writing is the most difficult skill to be mastered for most students. The teacher must use various 
approaches to overcome this problem. 
 Problem Based Learning can be alternative approach to teach writing. This approach can help 
students to understand descriptive text. On other hand, using problem as stimulus makes the writer 
will be able to compose a good writing. More important, the problem is real and it makes the students 
easy to catch and problem based learning is easy to be applied in classroom activity. 
 This study is conducted as descriptive qualitative research. The data is taken from the 
teacher’s activities during teaching learning in classroom. To collect the data some instrument are 
needed such as field note, interview and students’ task. The subjects of this study are students of 8–F 
SMP Negeri 1 Kedamean, Gresik.  
The result of this study has shown that Problem Based Learning did make the students 
interest and gave more attention to learn descriptive text. Problem in Problem Based Learning gave 
the students idea to start writing description text. In other word, the relationship between Problem 
Based Learning and writing is Problem Based Learning can help the students in composing a good 
descriptive text. 
Based on the result of the study, the researcher suggested that the implementation of Problem 
Based Learning can be alternative way to teach writing, especially to improve students’ writing 
descriptive text ability. This result hopefully would motivate student to be able to compose writing 
descriptive text well. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Nowadays, Indonesia is preparing for 
the global market which is starting at 2015. 
English, as an international language has an 
important role here. English is used more for 
communicating with other countries.  
Therefore, students must learn English to 
communicate for global communication. 
Students also get another benefit by learning 
English. They will be able to absorb knowledge 
and technology which use English as the 
language. In Indonesia, teaching English in 
school is started in 1967. In 2004, English is 
taught in elementary school. Now, kindergarten 
students are also learning English in their 
school. In contrary, long years does not give a 
warranty to the success of teaching English in 
Indonesia. There are some students who still 
find some difficulties in studying English. Most 
students find difficult in writing. It is supported 
by Alwasilah (2001). She stated that writing is 
the most difficult to be mastered for some 
reasons compared to other skills, that are 
listening, speaking, and reading. 
Meanwhile, Cimcoz (1999) found that 
students are not able to write and they are 
having difficulties in choosing suitable words. 
When they are going to write they forget the 
spelling of the words that they want to write. 
As we know, the spelling of English words is 
different with the way it is read. Just like Bahasa 
Indonesia, English is also has homograph and 
homonym which makes English more difficult 
for the students. In 1989, Gould, Diyani and 
Smith argued that the hardest thing in the 
process of writing is how to start it. Sometime, 
the students do not know what they are going 
to write. These difficulties make the students 
feel reluctant to study English, especially in 
writing. Teachers have to overcome this 
problem. Not only teachers but also the 
Indonesian governments have responsibility in 
it. 
Indonesian government as the 
stakeholders of education decides to apply new 
curriculum that is kurikulum 2013. The aim of 
applying this curriculum is to solve some 
problems that education in Indonesia have and 
improve the education itself to be better. 
Kurikulum 2013 is developed by continuing the 
development of the previous curricula 
(Kurikulum Berbasis Kompetensi) which 
involves affective competence, knowledge, and 
skill (Kemendikbud 2012). This curriculum is 
designed to develop students’ potentials. The 
purpose of applying this curriculum is to bring 
civilized, cultured, having good character, 
knowledgeable, independent and responsible 
Indonesian student into reality. Study about this 
curriculum is conducted in 2010 and 2011. In 
2012, finalize the document of this curriculum 
was held. Moreover, implementation and 
evaluation of curriculum 2013 is conducted in 
2013 until 2015. In kurikulum 2013, the 
assessment process use authentic assessment, 
and the last is learning process use scientific 
and contextual approach (Kemendikbud, 
2013a). 
Scientific approach develops students’ 
behavior, skill, and knowledge. In this learning 
process, students will search information by 
observing, questioning, exploring, associating 
and communicating and creating 
(Kemendikbud, 2013).  Moreover, scientific 
approach is inductive learning (Putra, 2013). 
This is because scientific approach is started 
from specific thing into summary that is 
general. Teachers do not do spoon feeding to 
the students. Students will be learners, while a 
teacher will be a facilitator.  
Refer to scientific approach, there are 
three learning models which are recommended 
to be implemented in teaching-learning process 
by the government. They are discovery 
learning, project based learning, and problem-
based learning. Discovery learning is learning 
model whereas students organize their learning 
by themselves, they are not given the material 
directly (Kemendikbud, 2013). Project based 
learning is learning which use project as media 
(Kemendikbud, 2013). Meanwhile, problem-
based learning is learning that use contextual 
problem as a stimulus for students to learn 
(Kemendikbud, 2013). 
Problem-based learning is appropriate 
to be implemented in some subjects of study, 
not all of subject (Putra, 2013). He thought that 
the most appropriate subject of study for 
implementing problem-based learning is subject 
of study in higher level like MKB (Mata 
Pelajaran Kuliah Berkarya). This is because in 
problem-based learning, students get the 
learning objective from their basic knowledge 
and their interaction result with their friends. 
Problem-based learning is commonly used in 
science class, medical class, and also 
engineering class because there are many real 
problems that can be used in their class. This 
learning model can reduce the reluctant of the 
students in studying. This is because the 
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students will interest in the beginning of the 
study.  
There are some previous researches 
about problem-based learning. Researches show 
that problem-based learning is effective to be 
applied in teaching-learning process. In 2002, 
Sindelar conducted a research and she found 
that problem-based learning is an effective 
strategy to use in the classroom, especially 
regarding student engagement. While in 1998, 
Tiwari found that problem-based learning 
offers students the opportunity to work with 
problem situations and improve their problem-
solving skills, which in turn could help them 
develop positive dispositions toward 
analyticity, systematicity, critical thinking self-
confidence and cognitive maturity in nursing 
education. 
Based on K13 syllabus, in KD 4.4 it is 
mentioned that eight graders students must be 
able to create spoken and written descriptive 
text which are very short and simple. The text is 
described person or animal or thing. They have 
to concern on the purpose and structure of the 
text, the appropriate language feature and 
context. 
From the explanation above, researcher 
wants to know how problem based learning can 
also reduce the reluctance of the Indonesian 
students in studying English or not and is 
problem based learning works in students’ 
writing development especially in writing 
descriptive text. Therefore, the researcher 
would like to do a research using the same 
technique with the different object that is the 
implementation of problem based learning in 
teaching writing descriptive text to the eight 
graders. 
By looking at the background of the 
study above, the researcher can design two research 
questions to help the research administer this study. 
The research questions are formulated as follows: 
1. How does the teacher implement problem-
based learning in teaching writing 
descriptive text to the eight grade students 
of SMPN 1 KEDAMEAN?  
2. How is the students’ descriptive writing 
texts during the implementation of problem 
based learning in teaching writing 
descriptive text to the eight grade students 
of SMPN 1 KEDAMEAN? 
3. How are the students’ responses towards 
the implementation problem-based learning 
in teaching writing descriptive text to the 
eight grade students of SMPN 1 
KEDAMEAN? 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
In this study, the researcher was used descriptive 
qualitative research. According to Ary (2010), 
descriptive qualitative research is a research which 
has aim to comprehend and show human and social 
behavior by participants in a particular setting. This 
method is the appropriate method to observe the 
implementation of Problem Based Learning in 
teaching writing descriptive text because the 
researcher will gain the result in depth by using this 
method. The researcher tried describing and 
explaining the implementation of problem-based 
learning, the students’ responses toward the 
implementation of problem based learning and 
students’ writing descriptive text skill objectively by 
observing the teaching-learning process in the class. 
The researcher took the data from the activities of 
teaching-learning process, interview result of 
teacher and students, and the texts which are made 
by the students of SMPN 1 Kedamean. The 
researcher did the observation in SMP Negeri 1 
Kedamean. Then, the researcher chose all students 
at Class VIIIF of SMP Negeri 1 Kedamean as the 
subject of this study. 
The sources of data for the first research 
question were the researcher field note about 
teaching-learning process. The researcher gained 
the information on how the teacher conducted the 
teaching writing activity by implementing problem 
based learning. The second source of data was the 
student’s writing task result in writing descriptive 
text. Moreover, the last source was the students’ 
response. 
      In this research, the data was collected by 
utilizing field notes, interviews, and students’ task 
results since those instruments were regarded as 
sufficient to investigate how the implementations of 
problem based learning in teaching writing 
descriptive text. The researcher took three 
observations to collect data concerning the 
implementation of problem based learning in 
teaching writing descriptive text, which was done 
one week. The researcher observed the conditions 
that truly occurred. The researcher became a non-
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participant observer that paid attention to the 
students’ learning process, gathered data from the 
students’ task, and took a note on the field notes 
without participating in the lesson. The researcher 
noted activities from the beginning to the end of the 
class, so that the researcher was able to know the 
detail of the students’ writing in teaching 
descriptive text. Those observations were conducted 
by filling field notes to gain the data for each 
meeting. To answer the second research question, 
the data were collected through students’ writing 
task result and the last research question through 
interviews to the teacher and some students after 
the end of the class. 
      Then, in order to know the students’ writing 
task results in writing recount text, the researcher 
collected the students’ tasks. Later on, those 
students’ tasks were analyzed by using Jacob’s 
(1981) rubric. 
      The researcher identified data from those three 
instruments. The data from observation sheet were 
explained in detail based on the teaching and 
learning process. Then, the researcher described the 
implementation of using problem based learning to 
teach writing descriptive text. The interpretation of 
all data concluded into a conclusion. Besides, the 
result of students’ tasks would be analyzed by using 
the rubric ESL Composition Profile by Jacobs (1981) 
from the journal entitled “Assessing Writing” by 
Sara Chusing Weigle. 
 
RESULT OF THE STUDY 
The findings of the research based on the research 
questions will be presented. Here, the researcher 
was as a non participant observer who only sat at 
the backward of the class during the observation. 
There were three parts of result since there were 
three research questions in this thesis. The first part 
described the implementation of problem based 
learning in teaching writing descriptive text to 
answer the first research question. The second part 
defined the students’ writing task result to answer 
the second research question. The final part 
explained students’ responses after the 
implementation of the approach to answer the third 
research questions.  
The Implementation of Problem Based Learning 
to Teach Writing Descriptive Text for Eighth 
Graders 
The researcher conducted three 
observations on March, 3th, 5th, and 6th 2015 it could 
be seen that the implementation of problem based 
learning to teach writing descriptive text to eighth 
graders could help the students to overcome their 
difficulties when writing the descriptive text. 
 In the first observation on Tuesday, March 3th 
2015 the teacher started the lesson by asking 
descriptive text in general. In this observation, the 
teacher knows although there were some students 
who had already understood about descriptive text, 
and the others had not. The teacher showed the 
power point related to the material about 
descriptive text as brainstorming. After that, the 
teacher asked the students to describe the picture in 
the power point.  
 After describing some pictures in power 
point, the students were asked to make a group 
with their friends. Then, the teacher played a video 
that consist of a problem. The students had to find 
the problem and find the solution also. They did the 
task by discussing with their group. At last, the 
teacher led the discussion in the class to find the 
problem and the best solution. Finishing discussion, 
they discuss about the example of descriptive text as 
the solution of the problem in the video. 
 In the second observation on Thursday, 
March 5th 2015 the teacher continued the lesson by 
asking the students to continue their task that is 
composing descriptive text. After composing the 
text, the students were asked to present their work 
result with their groups. Then, the teacher reviewed 
what they had learnt about descriptive text. 
In the third observation on Friday, March 
6th the researcher did not came to the class but came 
to school and interviewed the teacher and some VIII 
F students which was the subject of this study. 
 
The Students’ Writing Descriptive Text after the 
Implementation of Problem Based Learning 
 Based on the students’ task in writing result 
in the second observation, it could be seen that there 
were many students who had completely fulfilled 
the criteria of writing since they master their 
material well. However, some students had 
frequently made mistake especially in their 
language use. 
The Students’ Response after the Implementation 
of Problem Based Learning 
 
 The students were interested in the 
implementation of problem based learning in 
teaching writing. They were also having motivation 
to learn writing when this method is implemented. 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PROBLEM BASED LEARNING IN TEACHING WRITING DESCRIPTIVE 
TEXT TO THE EIGHTH GRADERS 
 
 
6 
In short, problem based learning can develop the 
students’ writing ability. 
  
Conclusion 
 Problem in the problem based learning 
can stimulate the students to learn more and 
more. The problem itself, which is real problem 
around the students, is able to gain the students 
sympathy. Thus, they are going to learn with 
their willing. There is no forcefulness. In the 
implementation of problem based learning, the 
result of the students’ writing is good in some 
elements of writing such as content, 
organization, and mechanics. However, their 
vocabulary and language use mastery are less. 
Almost all of the students have problem in 
grammar. They are confused when they have to 
add s/es in simple present tense. All in all, the 
students can act as an active learner, not only as 
passive learner. They are active in solving the 
problem by discussing with their group, stating 
their opinion, and doing the result which is 
descriptive text because they do it in a group. It 
is appropriate with the goal of K13. In addition, 
the teacher as a facilitator, also help the students 
to reach the goal of the learning itself. 
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